The efficacy of insecticides labeled for sugarcane borer (SCB), Diatraea saccharalis, management in sugarcane was assessed in a field of variety HoCP 96-540 (1 st ratoon) on a commercial farm near Jeanerette, LA. Eight insecticide treatments and a nontreated check were evaluated in a RCBD with 4 blocks and 1 replicate per block. Plots were 24 ft wide (four 6-ft rows) and 24 ft long separated by 6-ft alleys. Inspection of 300 randomly selected stalks on 28 July revealed SCB infestations were extremely low (0% with live larvae on plant surfaces). However, inspection of 100 stalks on 15 August showed that infestations attained 3% of stalks with at least one treatable larva, nearing the action threshold of 5%. Insecticides were applied on 15 Aug with a CO2-pressurized backpack sprayer calibrated to deliver 10 gpa at 40 psi ≈2 ft above the canopy. A 2-row boom equipped with 8 TeeJet TP11001VS nozzles spaced 18 inches was used. SCB injury was assessed by recording the number of bored internodes and the total number of internodes from 25 randomly selected stalks from the center two rows of each plot at the time of harvest on 17 Oct. SCB moth production recorded as the no. adult emergence holes for each stalk was also assessed. Bored internode data were compared using a generalized linear mixed model (PROC GLIMMIX, SAS Institute) with a binomial distribution, while emergence per stalk data were analyzed with linear mixed models (PROC MIXED, SAS Institute). Kenward-Roger method was used to calculate error degrees of freedom and means were separated using Tukey's HSD ( = 0.05).
Cooperative studies on the Mexican rice borer (MRB), Eoreuma loftini, between the LSU AgCenter, Texas A&M University AgriLIFE, the Texas Department of Agriculture, and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) have been on-going since 2001 to monitor the movement of this devastating pest of sugarcane into Louisiana. As previously anticipated, MRB spread into Louisiana by the end of 2008, and was collected in two traps near rice fields northwest of Vinton, LA on December 15. Since then, extensive trapping of MRB has been conducted in southwest Louisiana by LDAF and LSU AgCenter personnel. Currently, more than 100 traps are being monitored in ten parishes in Louisiana.
To date, pheromone traps have detected MRB moths in Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson Davis, Beauregard, Allen, Vermillion, Acadia, and Evangeline Parishes ( It stretches from the Gulf north to Deridder, LA and Mamou, LA and east to Rayne, LA. Based on its current rate of spread of roughly 15 mi/yr, MRB will likely become established throughout Vermillion (31,000 acres of sugarcane) and Acadia (1,800 acres) and may be detected in Lafayette (12,600 acres), Rapides (11,400 acres), and St. Landry (6,500 acres) Parishes during the 2015 growing season. 
